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CHAIRMAN’S 
INITIALS

DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on Friday 2 October 
2015 at 10.00 am

PRESENT:
Councillor A Bardoe
Councillor R M Currans
Councillor C S McLean

Dartford Borough Council Officers:-
Ms J Philpott – Licensing Manager
Ms Claire Hillman – Licensing Officer
Mr Keith Frenchum – Enforcement Officer
Mr Keith Webb – Legal Adviser
Mr N Murphy – Clerk to the Sub Committee

15. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Councillor Bardoe was proposed, seconded and duly elected Chairman of the 
meeting.

16. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

17. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interests.

18. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items for the sub - committee to consider.

19. RULES OF PROCEDURE 

The Chairman introduced Members present and called upon others present to 
identify themselves.  He then explained to the parties that the Sub-Committee 
intended to follow the procedure detailed in the Licensing Sub-Committee 
Rules of Procedure, circulated as item 6 to the agenda.

20. APPLICATION BY JURATE IESALNIECE FOR VARIATION OF THE 
PREMISES LICENCE FOR UNIVERSAL FOOD AND ALCOHOL, 8, 
COPPERFIELDS SHOPPING CENTRE, SPITAL STREET, DARTFORD 
KENT.  DA1 2DE 
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The Licensing Manager, Ms Philpott, introduced her report on the application 
for a variation of the licence at this property to allow on sales in addition to the 
currently held licence for off sales.  

The Chairman took the opportunity to draw Members’ attention to the 
additional information that had been provided by the Police Service - in the 
form of photographs of the premises, and a plan of the premises, which had 
been requested by a Member.

The Chairman then introduced Mrs Jurate Iesalniece who spoke in support of 
her application. 

The applicant explained that she was attempting to increase the income 
generation of her shop, the Universal Food and Alcohol stores in Dartford by 
providing a small bar area in the rear of the shop which it was proposed would 
sell imported draught beers to a small client base.

Mrs Iesalniece attempted to rebut the evidence being submitted by the Police 
Service in photo form suggesting that these showed the current situation and 
that things would be altered should she obtain her license.

The Chairman then asked the North Kent Police Service to explain why they 
felt that the premises were not suitable for the proposed variation.

Police Constable Clare Cossor reported that the premises were a small shop 
and within its proximity were a number of other licenced outlets and in an area 
frequented by street drinkers.  

A bar within this premise would provide a dangerous addition to the 
convenience store as items on display in the shop could be used as weapons, 
the format of the premises would expose children to the bar area and its 
patrons as it was not segregated from the shop and, as it operates as a 
convenience store, children could be coming into the shop without adult 
supervision, and the current staff levels in the premises did not reflect the 
need for safety and security at all times.
.

Officer Cossor continued that the proposed position of the bar and the current 
advertising on the shop windows would shield it from public sight and that 
should disorder occur then members of the public would be unable to observe 
and summon assistance.

Ms Cossor added that the premises had been granted an off sales licence 
recently and that there had been observed contravention of the terms of that 
licence, and additionally the premises did not seem to suitable for the sale of 
alcohol for consumption.

In response to the points raised the applicant stated that

 An additional member of staff would be employed for periods when the 
bar was open 
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 The toilet facilities were due to be improved if the licence variation was 
approved

 Draught beer only was to be provided with no sale of canned beer, any 
spirits supplied would be served from proper dispensing measures.

 She would operate a zero tolerance policy with regard to street drinkers 
and drug users

 She would ensure that drinks were served in appropriate, toughened 
drinks receptacles 

At the conclusion of the questions the Chairman invited the Police and the 
applicant to sum up their cases, and following their summaries the Members 
and the Clerk to the meeting withdrew from the open meeting to consider the 
matter in private.

During the course of the consideration the Members asked that the legal 
adviser join them to give advice on the options available to them.

On resumption of the proceedings in open session, at the request of the 
Chairman, the legal adviser informed all parties that his participation in the 
Sub-Committee’s final deliberations had been in connection with the 
formulation of the wording of their decision only.

The Chairman stressed that the sub - committee had considered the 
submissions from all parties and had accorded considerable weight to the 
objections raised by the Police Service .

Accordingly, on the basis that this decision was appropriate to meet the aims 
of the licensing objectives it was, 

RESOLVED

That the application be refused as

a) The sub - committee had listened to all responses and had given a 
great deal of weight to the issues highlighted by the North Kent Police 
Service.

b) The sub - committee did not feel that the proposed application would 
do enough to promote the objectives of Protecting Children from Harm, 
the Prevention of Crime and Disorder and the prevention of Public 
Nuisance.

c) It was considered that there were no additional conditions that could be 
imposed on the licence that would assure that the premises could 
promote all of the licencing objectives and that this was made evident 
by the non -compliance with current licence conditions. 
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d) The sub- committee did not feel that the premises were suitable for the 
licensable activities that the applicant was proposing.

The meeting closed at 11.00 am

 
Arron Bardoe CHAIRMAN


